Combat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought sy,
Desertification, Mrhﬁﬁhhdimﬂhmhﬁh
preparation of studkes on the proposed International Em“lnﬂu‘-
Dezerification. i

ial issues and the importance of participation by the Member States in
pwo Conventions.

Following that directive, the Secretariat preparsd o Brief which copty adopted & multi-year thematic of work, as
review of the progress made a1 the first substantive session of the [NC-Dmi; mﬂm&ﬂ’ﬁ;ﬂ ltmm ‘ﬁ‘;m'ﬂ.l Im invited views of the Member
Nairobi from 23 May w0 3 June 1993 with o view 10 assist the : step 1o imp

Governments in preparation for the mc-nhﬂhlhmﬂﬂmhu-
Geneva from l]hhMlm.Emlnhﬂﬂt\mm.
Secretarial updated s Brief and also prepared a draft text of a Convention gy
Combating Desentification and Mitigation ﬂmmm“w
circulated among the AALCC Member States and the concerned i
orgamizations including the Secretariat of the INC-D. Tt was also placed befors
the AALCC Legal Adviser's Meeting held in New York on 27th October 1993,

The AALCC Secretariat had been closely co-operating with the QAL in
preparation of i1s proposals o the OAU Member States. The Secretary-General
was invited to an Expert Group Meeting Convened by the OAL in Nairobi from
1410 18 December 1993, The meeting reviewed the consolidated text prepand
by the Secretarial of the INC-D taking into consideration the AALCC teat. The
report of the Expert Group Meeting which also contained draft text of
Implementation Annex for Africa was Subrmuited for discussion tothe Mini
meeting of the OAU in Algeria in January 1994 and thereafier it would be placed
before the INC-I) third Session Scheduled 10 be held in New York from 17 1o :,.'
January 1994, He observed that since the negotiations on the Convention wene
entering into 4 very crucial phase and had 10 be completed by June 15994, &
mandated by the General Assembly, it would be very useful if the Member Stales
of the AALCC would make their contributions particularly on crucial issues such
a1 the commitments, fimancial mechanium and the regional annexes.

5!

He noted that the Convention on Biodiversity had just come into force. B85
Framework Convention on Climate Change was expected to come i
during 1994_ The first meeting of the Conference of parties of which ¢« ;
had already been scheduled to be held in Berfin from 28 March 1o 7 Apeil 15
after the Convention achieved the necessary 50 ratifications 1o enable it 0€
into force in 1994, The brief prepared by the Secretariat contained an Fﬂ- v
of the developments in regard 1o these two Conventions during the year | s
Secretariat was of the view that in the implementation of these fwo LORYEY
the AALCC Member States have vital stakes. Whether they were parties
h*ﬂmmmw&&wﬂuﬂnﬂm' -
spectators. [nhis view, the Tokoyo Sesuon provided a good B

4

of the Islamic Republic of Iran while nppreciating achive

 of the AALCC Secretariat in the UNCED deliberations spoke about

< of the Rio Conference. He Commended the Secretariat studies,

ERsevEme - i ions of the
& st the delegat .IM1|HWIM_

: -lh ol Tmﬂmm*mﬂdﬂ-d'ﬁ
ot that the Secretariat would also participate in the process of the drafting

nmﬂuﬂﬂiﬁuﬁm:ﬂdhﬁﬂ‘mmm'




~(ii) Decisions of the Thirty-third Session
Agenda item: “The United Nations Conference on
~ Environment and Development—Follow-up™

{Adopted on January 21, 1994)

can Legal Consultative Committee at its Thirty-third Session

ing consideredthe Document No. AALCC/XIF Tokyo/94/T A on matters
ning the follow-up to the United Nations Conference on Environment and
pment held in Rio in June 1992,

Noting the contribution of the Secretariat in evaluating the work of the

e il Negotiating Committee for the Elaboration of an International

ntion to combat Desertification in those countries expénencing serious

OUEht and/or desertification particularly in Africa at its first and second
SLATILL Y session:

_ Woting with appreciation the close co-operation that has been established
Ve 'IhtMLEI: and the Organisation of African Unity in connection with
& elaboration of an International Convention to combat Desertification;

= -ﬂﬂww:ing the need to monitor the ongoing work in relation to the
ntion on Biodiversity and the Framework Convention on Climate Change;

f_ﬁﬂﬁwﬁhaﬂimdwinmmuﬁl:wrknmntmmnmmmmh
.a Slopment towards the implementation of Agenda 21 programmes;

g Invites the United Nations Environment Programme to collaborate with the
AALCC in the follow-up to the United Nations Conference on Eavironment

an3



AALCC in the future mm-ujm@mm,wm”
2. Underscores the need partic ;
Environment: . wmrhhmhmmh

ﬂﬂtﬂﬂ,plﬂjmhﬂrhw . ’ i :
'w"mm“"’“ﬂiﬁrﬂ:ﬁm "”f‘ ! - Iuﬂtl{:]ulhrrmn:r:z;nlhi
A. -up
the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development

The General Assembly, at its forty-seventh session held in 1992 adopted a
thy resolution running through eight pages seiting out in a comprehensive
nner the follow-up to the Rio Conference and the Institutional arrangements
implement Agenda 21 and other recommendations adopted at the United
tions Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio in June 1992,
e Resolution 47/191 adopted on 22 December 1992 was based on the set of
o dations contained in Agenda 21, Chapier 38 entitled “International
tutional Armngements.”

Abe Commission on Sustainable Development is the principal institution
hich has been established by the Economic and Social Council in accordance
h Article 68 of the Charter of the United Nations. The Commission has been
trusted with the task of ensuring effective follow-up of the UNCED, to enhance
SEmational co-operation and to co-ordinate activities relating to the
plementation of Agenda 21 at the national, regional and international levels
king into consideration the Principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment
i Development and the objective of achicving sustamable development in all

- Parigraphs 3,4 and § of the General Assembly Resolution 47/191 set out in
Etails the functions of the Commission. This is in Tine with paragraphs 38,13,
.13, and 33.21 of Agenda 21, One of the important functions of the Commission
‘envisaged |s to “monitor progress in the implementation of Agenda 21 and




T —

sctivities related to the integration of environmental and developmental |
throughout the United Nations System through analysis and evaluation of :
from all relevant organs, organisations, programmes and institutions of the
United Nations System dealing with various issues of environmep
development, including those related to finance” (Paragraph 3(a) of the
47/191). Further, in the fulfilment of its functions, the Commission would alsgy

related fields with & view to optimising the work of the Commission
related intergovernmental bodies dealing with matters concerming
: and development.
A s work of the Commission, the o
i s 10 i work progmme of e Commolon. &5
4 adopt 8 multi-year thematic Fwﬂmw:r""” F'“:‘:ﬂ;
a) Monitor progress in promoting, facilitating and financing, as a ; work to assess progress achieved in the '“‘"""'.'“““"““md""“"‘
the access to and the transfer of environmentally sound technalo ; » an integrated approach to all aof its environment ﬁrﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ_ ‘
cormesponding kn i | i E‘u.‘ E lin ummﬂudmﬂundumﬂ-
ing know-how, in particular to developing countries, gg snents as well as linkages : . gt
favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, - oh 12). 1t also mnﬂﬂﬁ l'llulﬂ leve mm.‘ﬂ-. m:. 'm: - IL']
mutually agreed, taking into account the need to protect intellectuy]  articipation could be held in conjunction with U ';:]m' ol
property rights as well as the special needs of developing countries frg alssion. Such a nnﬂiul‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂ?'idtnmlrpnlﬂ anﬂﬂhh
the implementation of Agenda 21; nentatic ﬂmduhhmdﬂnlmﬂmfm.llwﬂ_w :
gt = . mdwhlmm,mﬂiuhnulﬂamm
b) Consider issues related to the provision of financial resources from afl B daticn mm“hmﬁhd%lﬂi
available funding sources and mechanisms, as contained in paragraphs & i, 1o the General Assembly. It called upon the Secretary-General to
33,13 to 33.16 of Agenda 21. sh & clearly identifiable, highly qualified and competent secretanat (o
The General Assembly decided that the membership of the Commission! ¢ SuUppC hﬂmmww’cmﬂm
would consist of representatives of 53 states elected by the Economic and Social J and the High Level Advisory I A ot
Council from among the Member States of the United Nations and its Specialised shment of Inter-Agency Commitice on Susiainable anm
ngencies for three-year terms, keeping in view equitable peographical distribution. eant initiative to enhance inter-agencies co-ordination among
The Commission would meet once a year for a period of two to three wecks. The i
details in regard 1o the holding of an organisational session and the first ing the recommendations of the General Assembly the Secretary
substantive session were spelt out in paragraphs 11 and 12 of the resolution. d est .“wﬁtpﬂliq'mﬂdinﬂimudmmmlhh
In addition to the establishment of the Commission on Sustamabie Jetat by an Usder ; i 24th
Development, the General Assembly Resolution 47/191 mandated the Secretary be Commission held a short organisational session in New York {rom
General to constitute a High Level Advisory Board consisting of eminent persans 3 1993, At that Session, the Commission clected the Bureau of the
broadly representing all regions of the world and having cxpertise in various. issic m;nﬂmunuﬁwlm-mﬂl-w“-
disciplines relating 10 environment and development. The main task of the Board. Vice-chairpersons and Rapporteur. The bureau is composed of :
wotld be to consider issues related to implementation of Agenda 21, taking
account the thematic multi-year programme of work of the Commassion and = - :
pravide expert advice on those matters to the Secretary-General and through hir. . Razali Ismail (Malaysia)
to the Commission , the Economic and Social Council and the General Asserntizs

| @il
L

mﬂlmimmmmmmmmm:l- - Rodney Williams (Antigua and Barbuda)
ordination within the United Nations System. It urged all United Nal¥es s Es
specialised agencies and related organisations of the United Nations system™ = mlﬂmﬂ'nm}

strengthen and adjust their activities, programmes and plans taking into 25
the recommendal ions stipulated in Agenda 21 . lt requesied the Se Y
1o conssder restructuring and revitalizing the United Nations in the ecof®

. Bedrich Moldan (Czech Republic)
r. Arthur Campacu {(Canada)
06



. envisaged to complete a review of follow-up work of all the major

e activitics set out in the Agenda 21 pnor o 1997 Session of the
" ceion. 50 that a consolidated progress repon could he considered at the

:.ﬂ..»;. -cjon of the General Assembly as envisaged in the General Assembly

tation 47/191.

' { issue which the Commission addressed af its first substantive

The Commission held its first substantive session in New York frop,
June to 25th June 1992, The high level meeting with Ministerial participar;
held on 23rd and 24th June. The Session w“mmeﬂbyallﬂmusmm -
of the Commission. Observer delegations included member states of the ' "
Nations, the United Nations Agencies and Inter-governmental Organisation .0
non-governmental organisations, The AALCC was represented by its Permey.

Observer in New York. Apart from the organisational items on the agenda, o ~. 3 was the transfer of enviromentally sound technology. co-operation and
items for consideration included, exchange of information r e

i i egarding yp. building. It had before it a report hig‘nlight_ing the prf:ngr:ss made in llhu'-
implementation of Agenda 21 at the national level, progress in inco e - : \ast one year, The reportalso contained areview of the emerging
mndﬂinm . Din the activities of international organisations ang the national and international levels and the imitiatives taken by the non-

the me taken by the United Nations System, progress achieved in faciljg - ; ytal organisations and the private sectors. Some debcgmu_ms. in tl_n::r
and promoting transfer of environmentally sound technology, mwm ] tions, identified the specific measures undertaken by vanous l._!m}m:l
capacity building, initial financial commitments, financial Mlows from availshis s such as the UNDP, UNCTAD, UNIDO and the E‘nlmlrrfssgmn
funding sources and mechanisms and the adoption of a multi-year thematic wark + and Technology for Dévelopment. The need for concrete initiatives
o E - the recommentdations lid down in Chapter 34 of the Agenda 21 was
jcularly in the establishment of information netwmks_ ;.u_.nd

thening of national capacities. It was suggested that the Commission
' consider establishing a focal point for technology assessment within the
o Nations system, which would serve as a clearing house for information.

The Session while adopting a multi-year thematic programme of work, nated
that it "“would provide a framework (o assess progress achieved in the
implementation of Agenda 21 and ensure an integrated approach to all of g
environment and development components as well as linkages between secton
issues.” The programme is based on certain chapters of Agenda 21 which an

ssues concerning financial commitments, financial flows and arrangements
cross-sectoral in nature and includes the following clusters:

« affect to the decisions of the Rio Conference from all available fun!:li.ng
ces and nuchnnismwer:dincussndul!engih-mSecrel.urimhad submitted
ile on the progress on this matter since the Rio Conference. Annl!::r
ptained update information provided by some Governmients rtgarl:hlng
scial commitments. Notonly the delegates from the developing countnes
s from many developed countries expressed concern over the constraints
' Ihl.‘:h:knfﬁnnncinimmurc:smimpiememthcﬁg::ndallpmgr:mm_:s.

sed that the Commission should interact with the multilateral funding
oy seek greater financial support for sustainable development proguumimes.

) 2 two-day High Level Meeting at the Ministerial level was held on 23rd

The Commission decidedtoreview the progresson these clustersat USSR C 4th June. It was sttended by more than 40 ministers, Participants at that

Aeions sueh your. In 43itiinn, 14l apmecii sl covin agAfiS wiileh ot INg recognised the political impontance of an effective follow-up !,nti'hlr Rio

broadly sectoral in nature would be taken up for consideration within fTEEE8 There was general agreement on the wark schedule as outlined in the

DL e Wfic programme. It was recognised that the Commission could play a

1 role as a central political forum for the monitoring and review in an
Brated manner the implementation of Agenda 21

al Comments
The first substantive session of the Commission was held exactly after one
of the conclusion of the Rio Summit. The period of one year is toa short to

(a) Cntical elements of sustainability;
{b) Financial resources and mechanisms;

(¢} Education, science, transfer of environmentally sound technologies, oo=
operation and capacity building;

{d) Decision-making structures;

(e} Roles of major groups.

(a) Health, human settlements and fresh water (1994)
{b} Toxic chemicals and hazardous wastes (1994)

{c) Land, desertification, forests and bio-diversity (1995)
{d) Atmosphere, oceans and all kinds of sea (1996).

A



gention 1o suggest a predominant role for the Commission. However, being
institution of the United Nations System to implement the Agenda 21,
T AsION misst enjoy certain financial suthority.

-

make thorough assessment on the follow-up work. While the Pro
establishment of institutional arrangements us envisaged at the Rio Cong,
has heen completed satisfactorily, there appears to be litle PIOETESS O e g
key issues, pamely the financial commitments involving new and g4,4;
n:.-m-l.|rn_;esan:ll.hrtrnmfernferwn-unmntullynnmdm:hmlugﬂmh deve o da 21 contains more than |15 programmes. The first effective siep
Countries. It will be recalled that the successful adoption of Agendy 2| at . . fid implementation of these programmes should begin af the national level.
Summit added a new dimension 1o the concept of pantnership amog ",  Government should wentify its environmental probicms and establish its
developed ““Id the developing countries. The need of the hour is o sustyjy rorities. The United Natons systemn and the regional orgamisations should
strengthen this concept. Mr. Nitin Desui, Under Secretary-General for Policy O o co-ondinate and wherever necessary initiale measures (o assist the
nn:ﬁm:l:_l:rn and Sustainable developmen rightly observed; “Agendsa 2] was gl nments in implementing those programmes. It is encouraging to note that
expression nlfa Nﬂﬂh-ﬁnﬂhmpmmd:whmtm“vmm and thas of Rio Conference, more than 70 countries have already
::‘::Ji]:‘:;:ﬁﬂ;rmﬂ? mﬁt[::ﬂﬂ;;ﬂhﬂﬂltﬂ by commstment 1o action” | fug “ hed national commussions o implement .I\Fl'ldl.l: 1. It would be desirable
ice-president recognised, “if sustaimable deve lonmme he Commission's prionity should be to assist those governments who seek
were lo become a reality, the prnciple of partnership must be followed™ ki - 'nmlrju-n:ir natonal mechanism and mul';um: 1o implement
Emrl:r of r:nw:_r;rn o I:rm-; the discouraging trends in the aftermath of the R a2l
onference. cut-back in the aid programmes, the reluctance 10 accept i
(L7% target ?l?wmﬂs official development assistance (ODA) and imposition ¢ Ine of the principal tasks undertaken by the Commissions is the preparation
Eﬂ‘h!ll'! condimionality in the assistance programmes weakens the convictions ay and format for national reparting on the measures 1o implement
commilments. ements related 1o Agenda 21 on a yearly basis, It has been suggesied thai
Much emphiasis is being placed on the need 10 mobilize domestic nesous RS SPOatutis fin Chmmmincion Ik e sasc o prapare et
by the developing countries. It would be wonh recalling that the principl .I Dk g sy PageEs.- le- A .
"Common but differentiated responsibility”, recognised that in the implementatic fetails, They will be reviewed and an analytical study will be prepared by
of Agenda 12, financing would be the major responsibility of the industriali asion for submission to member governments in an appropriate form.
countries. No attempt should be made 10 undermine this basic understands U199 U . NS 11 s - Dsion, HpO WY,
resched in Rio. dmenis are expected to submit thear national statistics on programmes like
¥ alleviation, population control, consumption pattern etc. It would be
Issues concerning restructuning of Global Environment facility (GEF) ha 0 quantify the measures and the schie vements on an yearly busis. By the
been under active consideration. It is hoped that there will be agreement on thes uch statistics are collecied, transminted and evaluated, the dota might be
1ssucs prior 10 the beginning of the next phase of GEF in 1994, The GEF I ted. Lastly, it is envisaged that the submission of national reports will he an
i will be called envisages universal participation and atransparent and demosrst miary basis, Consequently, omission 1o submit such repors ought not
sysiem of decision-making process. The establishment of a Participating Asscifss V€ any staie of the opportunity 10 seck financial and technical assistance
(PA) with no pre-set membership fee will ensure wider participation. Howehs e funding agencics.
on the crucial issue of decision-making and the voting system there appears it/

piced that while serious attempt is being made to co-ordinate the

divergence of views. Also, the modalities of linkage between the GEF [1ans i
£5 of the United Nations system, the intergovernmental organisations and

Commission on Sustainable Development are still i the evolutionary S8

Much would depend on whether the Commission on Sustainable Devel0pEEE M-governmental organisations in the field of environment, this on the
will be eatrusted with 3 marginal role 1 recommend certain proposas = Y18 resulting in proliferation of organisations, Ad hoc group meetings and
financial grants or a central role 1o determine and implement the policy. ItHES ammes . Most of the developing countries lack materinl und human
“Es loactively participate and assimilate the outcome of these meetings on

1 U Fress Melessr ENVIEY 92, 14 lune i3, pl -"‘a.,- 4 w:_mﬂﬂ.ﬂmtl*“lﬂl.n‘li RS *u Wliﬂﬂﬂu:‘l Eunjl*rﬂbm
HF’ oy TTI% 5 50




INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION TO COMBAT
ﬂi.-lSI-ZRTIFIE‘A'I'lﬂH IN COUNTRIES EXPERIEN [N
SERIOUS DROUGHT ANINOR DESERTIFICATION ; G

FARTICULARLY IN AFRICA®*

1993, The first half of the sevsion was deynted o techmcal evaluation
atlable information on causes, oxtent of desertification and drought and
e  with miernational, reglonal, sub-reghonal and national programmes
mbat and mitigate these problems, Duning the Session, apan (rom b views

ged by ihe Expens ststements were made by ihe representatives of the
i nts, the United Nations Agencies, Intergovernmental Ovganizatioos

Background
the Non-govemmental Organizations.

The General Assembly, ul it forty-seventh session in 1997 by s Resnl
4771 BR established un Intergovernmental Negotiating Commitice (herpinans
culled INC-D) for the elaboration of an Inemational Covention ||.I i
desertification mm (hoze countries. EApEHEnCIng serings drnuh-hg
desertification, particularly in Africa, It decided tht the [N C-I3. v adddition g t
organisational session in New York, should hold five substastive sessions_ [y L
down the guidelines for the work at the organmational snd first substamit
session. It requested the Secretary-General 10 establish an ud hoe Secsctarim
assist the INC-Dyimits work. [talso decided o constitute multidisciplinary paie
of experts 10 assist the ad hoc Secreturiat and to provide ACCTssAry expefise
the scientific. technical, legal and other relaied fields, making full use pEfh
resources and ex pertise within and available to Govemments and for o :

S o the second woeek of the Seavion, the discvssion was locussed on the
thle structure and essential elements of the proposed internatimal Cons crtson
abat desertification. The INC-I Secretariat, in consultation with the Panel
perts established by the General Assembly Fesolution amd the inicrnitional
ations engaged in this ficld prepared a document entitled “Format and
ple Elements of the Convention™ (Doc. A/AC. 241/7). Discussion on these
s was general in nature, It was agreed that concrete proposals should be
ied 10 the INC-D Secretariat by 1st July 1993, The Secretanst was
g (0 prepare a compilabon of these proposals.

many as 3 Governments and Organisations submitted written proposals,
; : ’ i 3 i ALl :
of the United Nations system dealing with drought and desertification. Fing : ;ih;ﬁﬁ?ﬂr&m‘ M.: ;Tmlm..hi; mzﬁiiﬁnmw“,“mi
it provided rﬂ;- the establishment of a special voluntary fund 10 promK IR arts considlered all these pmmmlﬂnﬂutn::‘:kin; it mun.::ll::
ﬁ:rlllt :“Iﬂn' I;“‘F‘f;i?lﬂﬂrﬁ:::lt INC Dﬂﬂ"lﬂ'!!--ﬂl-rﬂﬂ L of delegation gr_m"gdﬂ the Nairobi Sesston, pu-rmd EIH"'EH'-I'IPI'EI'II:IJ-I'IN
goliating p : running into BS pages and submitted it for consideration at the
ISession of INC-D. (Doc. AJAC. 241/12). This document was the basis of
bon 2t the Ceneva Session.

CC Secretarial his prepared an overview of the Geneva Session.
comtains a briel summary of the discussions together with some
comments of the AALCC Secretanat. It is followed by a lentative iexl
tralt Convention. While preparing this text, it is not the intention 1o
e G e ! fm“ﬂﬂ.ﬁﬂ!ﬂmﬂ-nwhwhhmhnnﬂﬂiﬂmﬂmm;
® T n L ol _ . s
R o e T sl ik cncn o scrmine sy prepcs b o o1 oy

or Exvironmen  and Deveiopaest —sucony md follow ap dwrcind B Seowaseisl ¥ 2 2
Proparapon of viles 0 B proesed micratenad Comcntion geembut dre ificia TS prepare 4 lentative text which might facilitote the discussions ot the

The INC-L3 held its organisational session in New York from 2610 29 Jan
1993, Duning that session, it adopted the rules of procedure and 1=ntative schod
of five substantive sessions. It constitited two working groups and clected!
members of the Bureou. Ambassador Bo Kjellen of Swoden was chet
Chairmin,

The first substamtive sessin of the INC-Dwein held tn Nakrobi from S400

1 +
prrpaed 8 Maw tai iew ol it made §i ke Firsi Suhsiniiee 5 o . TR a ;
o Hyte-yen n:ﬂ:cr:rm Fidind . .  heidin Nairnbi um st ek, Mﬂflm_i Meeting in New York on 27th October 1993 and af
W0 S e 90 with o view B ahisd e AALEC Mesber Stules im preparasan for e 1NC-TTE0 w¥=third Session in Tokyo. The AALCC et i based on Agenda 21,

r" INC-D Compilation (AJAC. 241/12) the text of the Organisation of
Uity (Doc/CMAITR] LVIIL Rev, 4 Annex 1) and the Document of
2 Commission for Africa (ECA/NRDVENY. INC-D/1/Rev. I,

Sismion bwlid o Greneva Brom 1 ik Sopecmmber w Jth Soptoicder 1990 Follusang the LE
whe Bezielin o ks porroee iy ferarnt Mok s Ba B dedts ru-ul-nr-illi'l"“ .:| o
un DhpsrtiFcaimm meal Amagation of Drosghr 5
Thae wizery snpweasid in des Meiw sni e AALLT dealf et oo not noes anly refect 19
of the Mombor Staies of the AALCC

i
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S o I ENp R e Delegate of Brazil recognized that the jssue of desertification gained

The Second Substantive Session of INC-D wazs held in Geneva f _sance because of the initiative taken by the African States, He, however,
24th September 1993, Tt was attended by a large number of States rj: I_3u1tn: B that alongwith the Conventian, instriments for all regions \-‘hnul_d b
from the African region, United Nations Agencies, ﬂlE-'lﬂ'tﬁﬂtianf .m:,ma ) = ied and the Convention should be brought inta force when all the regional

governmental Organisations. The following thirty AALCC Member ann- s were concluded.
:rl.elm:lcd the Session: Bangladesh, Botswana, China, Egypt, Garnhi;,; l‘.'.r ta
India, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Keny L*_’

Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, chublh:?ﬂf I{Ih?
Saudh AI'EIJIL SETH:EIII, S.kn'u Leone, Sudaﬂ. S‘_'r'l'iil.. Tﬂnmﬂ:iu_ "rhﬂi'l.tnd U L% ] :
and Yemen. The AALCC was represented by the Director Mr. P.K. !t-;n s raipments were mode by a pumber of Ministers who were participating at
. e va Session, The delegate of Japan and the representative of OAL also
eeesed the plenary on the opening day. On the following day, aftes ::_hr'mf
nary Meeting, the two working groups began consideration of the items

xmthem_

rhe Exccutive Secretary of the INC-D expluined the background of the
ation of the compilation and informed the meeting about the case studies
* b were under preparation or being planned.

mchﬂim“ﬂ- in his opening address, informed the Meeting of the pro
miade since the INC-D Nairobi Session. He drew attention to the work of the
Commission on Sustainable Development at its first session held in New York jn
June, the Eighth Session of the INC Climate Change, particularly on *Prg in
Slan_“ arrangement and the Nen-governmental Organisations &U—nrdinm-.
Session held in Bamako in August 1993, He commended the compilatig : |
prepared by the SE.EI“EIMHII: and suggested that the two Working Groups .,_.E On Preamble, the peneral view was that the text should be precise and
complete first l.-eﬂdlngluflhal document during the Geneva Session. He expressed R keeping in view the purpose of the Convention. It should recall the
the hope that in the light of progress thus made, it would be possible for the jdate given by the General Assembly resolution 47/188 and other relevant
Secr!amrlnF to elaborate a consolidated single negotiating document [or lutians including the resolution 32/172 of 1977 concerning Action Plan o
consideration at the lt":IC-I]‘_s third session in New York scheduled in January " Desertification. 1t should express the determination of the internationa|
1994, He e.:pmm:l satisfaction over the consensus arrived on the mandates of the ity to deal with both desertification and drought in a concerted manner
two Warking Groups and proposcd its formal adoption by the Plenary, e national, regional and intemational levels, The developing counines
esead the view that issues concerning eradication of poverty, mitigation of
noval of distortion in international trade should be mentioned in the
ble as highlighting their concems. Most of the developed counfrics
considered these issues s not relevant in the context of the Convention
hating desertification, There were also divergent views on whether
sation was a global issue or not. It was also stressed that there should be
uplication with Principles and Commitment Provisions.

With regard to Principles most of the delegations agreed that like Climate
nge and Biodiversity Conventions there should be o separate article dealing
neiples. Some delegations from the developed countries considered the
abiguity of the Principles and preferred to include them, if necessary,
the Preamble or in the section on Commitments. While there was no
onthe listof Principles, it was generally agreed that the Rio Declaration
the point of departure and the Principles which might be included should
% with the subject matter of the Convention.

1 Discussions in Working Groop 1

The Plenary approved the Chairman's proposal (A/88/226, decision 1/3)
Acl;nn:lingl}r. Warking Group [ was allocated sections on Preamble, Principles,
Ohjectives, Commitments, National and Sub-regional Action Program 3
Capacity Building, Education and Public Awareness, Financial Resources 4
Mechanisms and Co-ordination and Co-operation. Working Group 11
concerned with Definitions, Research and Development, Informatian Collectiofs
Analysis and Exchange, Technology Transfer and Co-operation, Instifutionas
and Procedural Arrangements and the Final Clauses. 1

The Chairman also introduced a non-paper which dealt with the preparitiafs
of regional instruments and “prompt start” arrangements. He suggested that 853
first step work on the Convention together with the regicnal instrument for AJE .
could be concluded. It would be fallowed by the commencement of negatiati®fs
for the regional instruments for Asia and Latin America. He stressed that £8
Convention should not be a mere framework instrument but rather a text ¥H
substantive commitments, and the regional instruments should spell outes "
actions to implement the objectives of the Convention,

As Tor the Objectives, the general view was that they should be facussed and
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